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The Wiſdom of our fore ae” who wanted N - 
of the Char of England for which we are den een. 


i teſting, was ſuch ; that when the no. | Reſigion, « - 
in it ſelf never ſo purt and Bee could. with- | 
3ta unde .of Ic withoutthe aſſiſtance. 4 
of the civil State and Power; Wiſely combired ſuch T 
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Laws that none fhall ſerve i in the publick Miniſtry of 
State affaires, without giving equal Teſtimony of their 
Fidelity and Conformity to-the Eftabliſh'a Church, as.thoſe: _ 
did who were admitted to ſerve. in the more Sacred and: 
Spiritual concern thereof. 

Thus guarded, the ſtrength thereof appeared very 
difficult to ataque; and: what Force could not, Policy 
mult. undertake: 


And upon one of theſe two deſigns following it muſt 


be, vi enn; deſign by ſaſſe an os advice 
to ad B 5 ys 5h rh, Nee jy hg a 
or elſe to gain ſuch places of advantage as would in time 


enable N 0. ax. What . could nootherwiſe ob- 
tain. 

16 , upon one of-th e two def it. muſt be, that 
men. ay, wpe Force 0 onſciences is. CR both: ; 
before and after they declared to the World their diflike 
of; I mean the ſolemn taking of Oaths and Sacraments. 

This Stratagem being of gr reat and viſible danger tothe- 
Eſtabliſhed Charch, as theſe true and wiſe Members. . 
thereof A0 ez the Endeavour at a Law, not in the leaſt 
to op 08 rol rſectte the Tender and Conſcieurioas.Diſy 
— but to diſcover and difable ſuch ſubtile conttiverg, 
who are not content Witti a free Liberty granted by a 
tender Government, without. Ache that Power and 
Authority which is jaſtly' Lodgedd in the preſent Eftablifh'd 
Church, under which they Rave” 0 much. reaſou £0: (it; 
Peacebiy and Quietly chankfir. 8 

In this diſpute tiſe mofl Learned Pens, , that either Ric: 
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A very worthy Member Sir H. M. in Vindication 
of this proceeding of the Houſe, endeavours toſhow to 
the World that no Eſtabliſhment can be ſafe whilſt Mi- 
niſters are made uſe of therein whoſe Principles-are ap- 
parently contrary, and whoſe Conſciences nothing Sa- 
cred can oblige; and in Confirmation, of this he brings the 
practice of all our Neighbouring Nations where there is 
a Church Eftabliſhed, and with what ſtrength of Argu- 
ment he has perſu'd this matter, I leave the Learned 
Reader to Judgq e. | 4 
But that he may not paſs unanſwered Dr. D. ut, 
as is genenerally thought, was hired to make one, for can it 
ever be thought, that he who for late Years has acted 
ſo far a contrary Part, as to be ( I know not how: juſtly ) 
cenſured as a favourer of the French intereſt by his extra- 
ordinary Civility to, à nd Familiarity with Mir. P----eex 
which gained him no great Caracter as to the Intereſt of 
England; I ſay can it be thought poſſible for him to 
act, in fo ſhort a time, two parts ſo extreamly different, 


unleſs he is reſolved to demonſtrate that he is what he 
calls himſelf, Tom Double. 14 42-1151 WAI Ott 
The neat manner of placing of his words, maks his 
Argument ſpecious, and his party, which' is Numorous, 
are fond of applauding that which they would have paſs 
in the Word), M 
My buſineſs, which is of another kind than Contro. 
verfy, will not permit me a thorow examination of, and 
anſwer to his Book, which I wonder no Body of more 
Leiſure, and Learning has undertaken to do, the task 
not being very defficult ; for as I find there can be very 


little ſaid for the ſecurity of any Eſtabliſnment either of. 


Ghurch 


(4) 8 
Church: or State, whilft the Adminiſtration of Affairs is 
in the hands of ſuch, as it is plain, do ſerve with ſome 


other deſign than the advancement thereof; ſo we 


fhall in ſhore find the Practice of the World is not to 
employ ſuch. If we look into all the Catholick Countries, 
which we may cheifly call Efabliſhed Churches, we ſhall 
find them ſo far from ſuffering 'any-contrary Opinions a- 
mong their Miniſters of State, that they will not per- 
mit even a Peacable enjoyment of them in private; and 
though we have juſtly enough ſhow'd our diſlike of 
their Religion, yet they give us daily proofs of their 
Politicks, and we cannot but own a wiſe Adminiſtration 
of their Civil affaire... 5 

Indeed to what may be ſaid for Holland, that place 
of Trade, and Wealth, that all Religions are not only 
Tolerated but encouraged, (except that of the Church 


of Rome) there, my anſwer is, that I very much queſti- 


on whether there be any Religion at all there, and ſhould 
be much greived it I ſhould: live to ſee our antient and 
well eſtabiſhed Church of England to be Moduled after 
the Ducth Faſhion, which was never thought wortli 
Naming till on this occaſion. 4 
And as for that aſſertion, of all Princes receiving Per- 
ſons of all Religions into their ſervice in Arms, which they 
ſay are places of very great, if not the greateſt truſt; my. 
Opinion is, if the occaſional Conſormiſts. are unanimouſly 
reſolved to ſerve for the Intereſt of Exg/and, againſt the. 
great Power of France; I hope the Houſe of Commons. 
will not attempt the bringing in a Bill to prevent them, 
for the caſe of ; Camps and Cabinets, are; ſo. extreamly | dit-- 
ferent, that we daily ſee, inftances, where Parties 1. 


"TR. 7 
made to fight with ſuoceſs againſt their, own Friends, be 
ing placed ſo as they cannot aved.tteoi!s be 
P.uring this Controverſie, comes out a ſmall Pamphlet 
endeavouring to oppoſe this Bill writ by. N Lacy, Eſq in 
which I cannot but take: notice of one argument, rom 
EE . 6 Vars 20; 
Which · s, thiat tho the: Church of Exgland be now in 
a very flouriſhing Eſtate, being Protected and Counte- 
nanced by the beſt of Queens, wha has always ſhown her 
utmoſt Zeal, even to the Hazard of ber facre@Perſon, for 
that faith in which ſhe was ſo happily. Educated, has ſince 
ſo firmly perſevered, and does now (next under God) fo 
fa ithiully, wifely i and with ſo much Clemency 0 others, 
Protect and Govern ; yet, ſays he; they. ſhould remem- 
ber bow: firmly their Diſſenting Brethren ſtuck by their 
Intereſt, in being the great Inſtruments of introducing | 
his late: Majeſty of, Happy memory, to reſcue them from | 
the near approaches of Popery and Ruine; the matter of — 
which fact cannot be denied to be in a great meaſure true, 
tho I doubt with no great Character of their Integrity; 
for they being at that time in all Places of Advantage and 
Truſtj both in Court, Countn, and Corporations, dic upon 
this occa ſion ſoon ſhow themſelves true occaſiuna Confor 
| or and tho the ſucceſs at that time, was for the Intereſt 
, bol our Church and Nation, yetſitſhould give caution how 
to truſt them again, WhO] . ee can ſo ſoon: alter wand 
we are not ſure Whether al Mays upon 10 good ran occa- 
| , 1 74 47 bir £1 
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The möſt univerſal ſenrence againſt this Bill (as Thave 
fond) is, that tho the thing it ſelf be fair and reaſonable, 
yet this is ſo very improper a time for it, that moſt People 
eee St otogos of yang 

And all that I-can find which makes it improper at this 
ti m is, that during the late Rei n, Men of this perfwa- 
ſion enjoy d the chief Places of gdvantage, which were 
more than ordinarily great, and have thereby heaped to 
th emſelves ſuch — as — known, and we 
being now engaged in a very expenſive War, it may be 
very: unadvifeable to aiſoblige a Party of Men, ne 
ſo capable of ſupplying with vaſt Summs of Money, 
which they will certainly refuſe to do, if this thing be 
carried againſt them, and how neceſſary Money is, yea, 
even ſometimes to be raiſed with more than ordinary 
ſpeed, every body knows. But the anſwer to this in ſhort 
is, that if theſe Men have already made themſelves ſo 
much Maſters of the Wealth of the Nation, that the 
time preſent, is not proper to remove them, their continu- 


ance in thoſe great Places for ſometime longer will make 


it impoſfible, and tien the conſequence is eafie to be 
— 15 0817 TH 01. 0044 JETT e 

Another argument they bring againſt this Bill is that 
it is promoted, and carried on not by the true Members of 
the Church of England, but by ſuch as they call Deiſts, 
Htheifts, or men of no Religion; in which honourable 
Houſe I have great reaſon to hope there is none ſuch, 
as having the honour to know. ſeveral that are perfect 
Enemies to all ſuch Principles; and I never heard there 
was any that Publickly owned the ſame, Whereas on the 
contrary, it is plain, that let the promoters of this Bil — 

5 accu 


. , ro. MES: 
accuſed as I hope yery--unjulbly:)ifor:: beonofru'Rel;e 
gi; they 1may: be Eurniſhed: fromithemothiat: Tbrew It 
out, who are; or Cart; be of t or ee Ane 
Another ſort: there are who raile at this Bill aſter 


is nothing IK but: What is fair andii reatonable-. Bir 
that there is fomething fecret ; undd behind the CQur-— 


taine, ſo Terrible and Monſtrous that, if once known, the 
World would abhor the whole proceeding; and thus 
they make a Danger of a Chimera. 4 
But theſe are not like any thing ſo much, as an ill natured 
- Wretch, who when a Third Perſon is ſpoken of, which 
he has a deſign to leſſen in his Caracter, and for want of 
real faults to accuſe him of, is forced to do it by Blacks 
"wing Buts, and if you knem all, you would not be of the Opini- 
on zou are, and ſo endeavours to make faults which he cannot 
find; which is certainly a Temper unmanly as well as 
Unchriſtian. One thing I cannot but admire at upon 
this occaſion, as well as the reſt of the World does, 
which is the great Number of Learned Prelates that 
ſtand fo Firmly again the Bil, without giving. the 
World any reaſoiy,for\it, nor inq; ed cn 1 hear of any 
that can be made for them, except one of theſe two- 
following, that either they are true Occaſional Confor. 
miſts, as one of them ſeem'd to mean in his ſpeech up- 
on this occaſion, or elſe by their deer. e Spirit, they 
foreſee ſo great a Change that the caſe is ſhortly like to 


be their own, and they reſolve to make Freinds in 
time. | 


'T& | 


whether: they will meet 


and the 4 "of the 
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